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Our governor, lieutenant governor and House
speaker usually like to be seen and heard opposing
tax hikes. But now they’re pushing a plan to add a
penny to Texas’ sales tax. What?

Why? How would it affect you? And what position
should you take?

Their idea is to use a sales tax hike to offset proper-
ty tax relief. Slowing down the steep upward trajec-
tory of property tax is one of their two top goals for
this legislative session. The other is school finance
reform, which is impossible to separate from proper-
ty taxes because most of your property tax pays for
public education.

WILL IT WORK?

One of the leading proposals for controlling prop-
erty tax is a 2.5 percent limit on increases, with any-
thing larger triggering an automatic rollback election.
The current limit is 8 percent and a rollback has to be
earned via voter petition drive.

A 2.5 percent cap is a severe limit on local govern-
ment’s authority and its ability to pay its way — espe-
cially taking inflation into account. Everyone wants a
break from precipitous property tax increases. But
everyone also needs or wants what those tax in-
creases provide — teachers, police officers, sewer
lines, lifeguards and chlorine at public pools. And
don’t kid yourself that eliminating waste and fraud
will solve the problem.

Why shift the burden from property tax to sales
tax, even if by only a penny?

The thing about a consumption tax vs. a property
tax is that you can choose to consume less, but it’s
not feasible to upsize or downsize your house year to
year.

WHY NOT TRY THIS SALES TAX IDEA?

A sales tax is regressive, which means that the
lower your income, the more it hurts you. If you’re
living paycheck to paycheck and buying only what
you need, you’ll feel an extra penny of sales tax. For
example, it would add $100 to what you’d pay for a
$10,000 used car. If you’re rich, spend lavishly and
still save and invest most of your income, you won’t
notice the extra penny and you’d probably prefer a
tax break on your mansion.

Will it work?

DON’T COUNT ON IT

Consider this: Texas has the nation’s 13th highest
sales tax, at 6.25 percent. An extra penny would tie
Texas for highest with California, the state Texas
likes to be most unlike.

Now, consider that to replace school district prop-
erty taxes for maintenance and operations complete-
ly with sales tax, your combined state and local sales
tax would end up around 14 percent.

Also consider whether you think school finance
reform should tied at all to your needing a break on
your property taxes. Shouldn’t school finance be re-
formed for its own sake? Because your children’s or
grandchildren’s or your neighbor’s children’s educa-
tions are important? Because Texas should be a lead-
er in quality of education?

Finally, take a harder look at Abbott, Patrick and
Bonnen. All have been in positions of influence dur-
ing previous legislative sessions over how we pay for
our children’s schooling. Until now they’ve been part
of the problem and this is not a solution. One problem
with sales tax revenue that we failed to mention ear-
lier is that it fluctuates depending on how the econo-
my is doing.

If these three top state leaders want to pay for edu-
cation and offset property tax simultaneously, they
should depend on other sources like the Rainy Day
Fund, which gets replenished with oil and gas reve-
nue. The Rainy Day Fund actually is one of the pro-
posals on the table and we’re for using more of it.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

This sales tax proposal is a political ploy. They
made a promise about property taxes and they want
to look like they’re keeping it. Their proposal is at the
expense of those who are least able to pay. And they
have not shown us how it will propel Texas to the top
on education. Because it won’t.

Let them know you didn’t fall for it.
Gov. Greg Abbott: P.O. Box 12428, Austin Texas

78711, (512) 463-2000.
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick: P.O. Box 12068, Austin, Texas

78711, (512) 463-0001.
Speaker Dennis Bonnen: P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX

78768, (512) 463-1000.

OUR VIEW

Can raising
sales tax lower
property tax?

Texas is fueling a U.S. energy boom

Natural gas and oil continue to play an increasingly
important role every day in the U.S. New data reveals
natural gas use in the U.S. hit a record high in 2018,
largely due to its role in producing more than 30 per-
cent of the country’s electricity. Crude oil production
is responsible for fueling our vehicles and air travel, as
well as producing a number of other modern necessi-
ties. 

Considering the Permian Basin’s record oil output
and recent surge of pipeline development across the
state, Texas is a shining example on how to best prio-
ritize investment in the energy industry and infra-
structure. In addition to meeting the needs of Amer-
ican consumers, a strong energy industry promotes
economic growth. In 2018, Texas’ oil and gas industry
supported more than 350,000 jobs. In addition, the
industry has paid more than $100 billion in state taxes
and royalty payments over the past eight years.

Despite the great benefits of the oil and gas indus-
try, environmental activists continue to oppose the
construction of permitted energy projects. From Loui-
siana to North Dakota and Minnesota to Pennsylva-
nia, protesters have utilized unlawful tactics that put
workers, law enforcement, and nearby community
members at risk and end up making a mess for tax-
payers to clean up. The Dakota Access Pipeline pro-
tests in 2016 and 2017 drew activists from across the
country — and forced taxpayers to pay more than $38

million in law enforcement and other protest-related
costs.

Texas can continue to lead the way in fueling the
U.S. energy boom. Policymakers across the country
must come together, set aside ideological rhetoric,
and prioritize investment in our critical energy infra-
structure.

Craig Stevens, spokesman,
Grow America’s Infrastructure Now

Support Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria

At the height of the AIDS crisis nearly two decades
ago, the world came together to fight back, creating
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Ma-
laria. This international partnership has helped save
27 million lives since 2002. This is stunning progress,
but we cannot claim victory yet.

HIV and TB treatments aren’t reaching everyone
who needs them and progress on tackling malaria has
stalled. Since the beginning, the U.S. has played a
leading role in the Global Fund, providing a full one-
third of its financial resources. That must continue.

I urge our members of Congress and President
Trump to continue strong support for the Global Fund
by recommitting to provide at least one-third of the
total $14 billion needed to step up the fight, save more
lives, and move us closer to ending these diseases.

Julie Bush, Corpus Christi
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Earlier this month people in the United States com-
memorated Equal Pay Day — the day in which women
finally caught up with men’s pay from 2018. In other
words, it took women 16 months to make what men
made in 12 months, and for women of color, the pre-
dicament is worse. It takes Hispanic women more
than 22 months to catch up with men.

How did women in 2019 end up making less than
80 percent of what men are paid for the same work?
We need to begin the timeline with World War II.
Eighty years ago, men headed off to war, and subse-
quently, their absence resulted in vacant industrial
jobs back home. Out of necessity, women became the
embodiment of the iconic Rosie the Riveter, and many
of them liked it.

The women enjoyed the sense of purpose, the
work, and the independence that having a job afford-
ed them. Then the war ended, the men returned
home, and the women had to retreat to the domestic
sphere. Television shows like “Leave it to Beaver” and
“Father Knows Best” were used as catalysts to con-
vince women that their most important jobs were to
be wives and mothers (and to vacuum in pearls, heels,
and perfectly pressed dresses).

Unfortunately, when women went to work in the
1980s, their salaries were seen as extra spending
money, while men were viewed as the primary bread
winners for their families. As a result, women were

paid a fraction of what men were paid for the same
job.

For readers interested in ending Equal Pay Day,
here are a few suggestions of how to achieve equal pay
for equal work.

❚ No matter your gender, talk about how much
money you make with women who do similar work or
want to do similar work. 

❚ If you are a supervisor, make sure that people are
paid fairly. Advocate for them if they are not. 

❚ Women should apply for management positions.
Look at ads for the next job you want and fix weak-
nesses. Do not believe that you must meet every job
qualification 100 percent to apply for the position.
There are some things that can be learned on the job;
men have known this fact for years. 

❚ Encourage young girls with interests in tradition-
ally male-dominated fields. Send them to appropriate
camps and go to their science fairs. Never say “girls
can’t do math” or similar phrases. Do not feed the
stereotype. 

❚ Never negotiate when you are desperate. Be will-
ing to walk away.

Today 64 percent of women are primary breadwin-
ners for their families. Their salaries certainly do not
constitute “extra spending money.” Women’s pay is
vital to keeping the electricity on and putting food on
the table.

Amy Aldridge Sanford, PhD, is vice president of the
board for YWCA Corpus Christi and a professor of
communication at Texas A&M University-Corpus
Christi. Her book “From Thought to Action: Develop-
ing a Social Justice Orientation” will be available in
November 2019 from Cognella.

Let’s end the need for Equal Pay Day
Amy Aldridge Sanford
Guest Columnist


